
INEQUALITY BRIEFING

What does this mean?
Many people argue that making a country more equal also makes it poorer, stopping money going 
to the rich but not helping the poor. However, these figures show that across the world’s leading 
economies, the more unequal countries are no richer than the more equal ones. This suggests 
policy measures designed to make a society more equal will not make it poorer – instead, more 
equal countries are just as rich, but total incomes are shared more evenly between rich and poor.

Making a country 
more equal doesn’t 
make it poorer

For sources and references see www.inequalitybriefing.org
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1 Australia 

2 Austria 

3 Belgium 

4 Canada 

5 Chile 

6 Czech Rep 

7 Denmark 

8 Estonia 

9 Finland 

10 France 

11 Germany 

12 Greece 

13 Hungary 

14 Iceland 

15 Ireland 

16 Israel 

17 Italy 

18 Japan 

19 Korea 

20 Luxembourg 

21 Mexico 

22 Netherlands 

23 New Zealand 

24 Norway 

25 Poland 

26 Portugal 

27 Slovakia 

28 Slovenia 

29 Spain 

30 Sweden 

31 Switzerland 

32 Turkey 

33 UK 

34 USA 


