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There are more 
disadvantaged children in 
Britain than many other 
developed economies

What does this mean?
The UK is amongst the richest countries in the world and is considered to be an economic 
success story, particularly in comparison to other countries in recent years. But the overall 
strength of an economy can hide the divisions within. Figures from UNICEF show that there 
are many more children growing up in households with incomes significantly below the 
national median in this country than in other advanced economies. There is also a higher 
proportion of young people not in education, training or employment.

For sources and references see www.inequalitybriefing.org

Australia

Norway

Germany

France

Sweden

Denmark

Japan

Netherlands

Canada

UK

USA

0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30% 35%

Child poverty (number of 
children in households with 
income below 60% of median)

Young people aged 15-24  
not in education, training  
or employment


