
What does this 
mean?
In the UK we think of  
ourselves as having 
similar standard of  
living to other countries 
in Northern Europe 
like France, Germany, 
Belgium, Holland and 
the Nordic Countries. 
These are our nearest 
neighbours. They share 
a similar economic 
history to us, and have 
experienced similar 
political stability since 
the second world war. 
We also have close ties 
as members of  the 
European Union. 

However, the poorest 
UK regions are by 
far the poorest in 
Northern Europe. This 
is because the UK is 
much more unequal 
than other countries, 
where there is nowhere 
as rich as London, but 
nowhere as poor as our 
poorest regions.

Explaining the data 

This data was produced by Eurostat, the data agency of  the European Union. They 
measured GDP per head in regions across the EU, taking into account the different prices 
in different regions. The full data is available from http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/
cache/ITY_PUBLIC/1-27022014-AP/EN/1-27022014-AP-EN.PDF

INEQUALITY BRIEFING

The poorest regions 
in the UK are the 
poorest in Northern 
Europe 
THE TOP TEN  
RICHEST AND  
POOREST AREAS  
IN NORTHERN  
EUROPE
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RICHEST
Inner London UK
Luxembourg Luxembourg
Brussels Belgium
Hamburg Germany
Ile de France France
Groningen Netherlands
Stockholm Sweden
Oberbayern Germany
Vienna Austria
Darmstadt Germany

POOREST
West Wales UK
Cornwall UK
Durham and Tees Valley UK
Lincolnshire UK
South Yorkshire UK
Shropshire and 
Staffordshire UK
Lancashire UK
Northern Ireland UK
Hainaut Belgium
East Yorkshire & North 
Lincolnshire UK


